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MATERIAL SAFETY DATA SHEET Issue Date: 7th may 2007 

     
IDENTIFICATION 

Product Name: TRADE ESSENTIALS PARTICLEBOARD  MEDIUM 
DENSITY PARTICLEBOARD 

UN Number: NOT APPLICABLE 
Dangerous Goods Class: NOT APPLICABLE 
Hazchem Code: NOT APPLICABLE 
Poisons Schedule: NOT APPLICABLE 
Uses: CONSTRUCTION OF FURNITURE/CABINETS, GENERAL 

PURPOSE INTERIOR BUILDING PANEL 

 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION/PROPERTIES 
Appearance: VERY LIGHT BROWN COLOURED FINE FLAKE SURFACED 

PANELS 
Boiling/Melting Point (oC): NOT APPLICABLE 
Vapour Pressure (mm of Hg at 25oC): NOT APPLICABLE 
Specific Gravity: 0.59  -  0.75 
Flash Point: NOT APPLICABLE 
Flammability Limits (%): NOT APPLICABLE 
Auto ignition: DOES NOT AUTO IGNITE 
Solubility in Water (g/l): 0.1% MAXIMUM 
INGREDIENTS CAS Number Proportion 

Mixed softwoods (mainly pine    
species): 

[ NONE ] > OR = 85% 

 

Melamine urea formaldehyde resin: [ 9011.05.6 ] < OR = 13% 

 

Paraffin wax: [ 8002.74.2 ] < OR = 2% 

 

Moisture:  [ NONE ] 6  12% 

 

Free formaldehyde by weight: [ 50.00.0 ] <0.01% 
NOTE: THE ABOVE INGREDIENTS ARE BONDED TOGETHER UNDER HEAT AND PRESSURE. THE PROCESS CURES THE RESIN, BUT SMALL 
AMOUNTS OF FORMALDEHYDE MAY BE RELEASED FROM THE FINISHED PRODUCT. THE FINISHED PRODUCT CONTAINS LESS THAN 0.01% FREE 
FORMALDEHYDE BY WEIGHT.  

HEALTH HAZARD INFORMATION 
Health Effects: 

 

WHEN FIRST MANUFACTURED, THE UNSEALED SURFACES OF THESE 
BOARDS MAY RELEASE FORMALDEHYDE GAS. THE CONCENTRATIONS 
WILL BE HIGHEST WHEN THE BOARDS ARE STORED IN CONFINED, 
POORLY VENTILATED SPACES. WHEN STORED IN WELL VENTILATED 
STORAGE AREAS, THE CONCENTRATION OF FORMALDEHYDE IN THE 
AIR IS UNLIKELY TO EXCEED THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION 
STANDARD OF 0.1PPM FOR THE GENERAL ENVIRONMENT. WHEN THE 
BOARDS ARE SEALED WITH PAINT, VARNISH OR OTHER DECORATIVE 
SURFACE FINISHES, THE POTENTIAL FOR THE RELEASE OF 
FORMALDEHYDE WILL BE GREATLY REDUCED. 

 

WHEN BOARDS ARE CUT, DRILLED OR SANDED, DUST WILL BE GIVEN 
OFF. 

Acute: Swallowed: 

 

UNLIKELY TO OCCUR BUT SWALLOWING THE DUST MAY RESULT IN 
ABDOMINAL DISCOMFORT. 

  

Eye: 

 

THE DUST, GAS AND VAPOUR MAY BE IRRITATING TO THE EYE CAUSING 
DISCOMFORT AND REDNESS. 

  

Skin: 

 

FORMALDEHYDE OR WOOD DUST MAY EVOKE ALLERGIC CONTACT 
DERMATITIS IN SENSITISED INDIVIDUALS. 
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Inhaled: 

 
THE DUST, GAS AND VAPOUR MAY IRRITATE THE NOSE, THROAT AND 
LUNGS, ESPECIALLY IN PEOPLE WITH UPPER RESPIRATORY TRACT OR 
CHEST COMPLAINT SUCH AS ASTHMA. 

Chronic: 

 
REPEATED EXPOSURE OVER MANY YEARS TO UNCONTROLLED WOOD 
DUST INCREASES THE RISK OF NASAL CAVITY CANCER. INHALATION OF 
WOOD DUST MAY ALSO INCREASE THE RISK OF LUNG FIBROSIS 
(SCARRING). THERE ARE ALSO RISKS OF RESPIRATORY AND SKIN 
SENSITISATION FROM WOOD DUST AND FORMALDEHYDE RESULTING 
IN ASTHMA AND DERMATITIS RESPECTIVELY. 

 
WOOD DUST HAS BEEN EVALUATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL AGENCY 
FOR RESEARCH ON CANCER (IARC) AS GROUP 1, CARCINOGENIC TO 
HUMANS. 

 

FORMALDEHYDE HAS BEEN EVALUATED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
AGENCY FOR RESEARCH ON CANCER (IARC) AS GROUP 1, 
CARCINOGENIC TO HUMANS. 

 

First Aid: 
Swallowed: 

 

GIVE WATER TO DRINK. IF ABDOMINAL DISCOMFORT OCCURS SEEK 
MEDICAL ATTENTION. 

  

Eye: 

 

FLUSH EYES WITH FLOWING WATER FOR AT LEAST 15 MINUTES AND IF 
SYMPTOMS PERSIST SEEK IMMEDIATE MEDICAL ATTENTION. 

  

Skin: 

 

WASH THE EFFECTED AREAS WITH MILD SOAP AND RUNNING WATER. 
REMOVE CLOTHING CONTAMINATED WITH WOOD DUST. SEEK 
MEDICAL ADVICE IF IRRITATION PERSISTS. 

  

Inhaled: 

 

REMOVE TO FRESH AIR. CLEAN NASAL PASSAGES. GET MEDICAL 
ADVICE IF IRRITATION PERSISTS, OR SEVERE COUGHING OR 
BREATHING DIFFICULTIES OCCUR. 

 

Advice to Doctor: 

 

TREAT SYMPTOMATICALLY 

  

PRECAUTIONS FOR USE 
Exposure Limits  

Formaldehyde: 

 

WORKSAFE AUSTRALIA AND OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH NZ 
GUIDELINES 

WES - TWA 1 PPM (1.2MG/M3) TIME WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE 
WES - STEL 2 PPM (2.5MG/M3) SHORT TERM EXPOSURE 
LIMIT 

 

SEN; - SENSITIZER 

 

Wood Dust: 

 

WORKSAFE AUSTRALIA WES - TWA 5MG/M3 TIME WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE 

WES - STEL 10MG/M3 SHORT TERM EXPOSURE 
LIMIT 

 

Paraffin Wax 
(Fume): 

 

WORKSAFE AUSTRALIA WES - TWA 2MG/M3 TIME WEIGHTED 
AVERAGE 

Engineering 
Controls  

Ventilation: 

 

ALL WORK WITH THESE BOARDS SHOULD BE CARRIED OUT IN SUCH 
A WAY AS TO MINIMISE THE GENERATION OF DUST.  

 

UNDER FACTORY CONDITIONS, SAWING, DRILLING, SANDING ETC. 
SHOULD BE DONE WITH EQUIPMENT FITTED WITH EXHAUST 
DEVICES CAPABLE OF REMOVING DUST AT THE SOURCE. HAND 
POWER TOOLS SHOULD BE FITTED WITH DUST BAGS AND USED IN 
WELL VENTILATED AREAS. 

 

WORK AREAS SHOULD BE WELL VENTILATED. THEY SHOULD BE 
CLEANED AT LEAST DAILY, AND DUST SHOULD BE REMOVED BY 
VACUUM CLEANING OR BY THE WET SWEEPING METHOD. 

 

PERSONAL 
PROTECTION  

Skin  
Protection:  

 

TO HELP AVOID SKIN IRRITATION OCCURRING, IT IS RECOMMENDED 
THAT LOOSE FITTING, LONG SLEEVED SHIRTS AND TROUSERS ARE 
WORN. AFTER HANDLING BOARDS, WASH SKIN WITH MILD SOAP AND 
WATER. DO NOT SCRATCH OR RUB THE SKIN IF IT BECOMES IRRITATED. 
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Respiratory  
Protection: 

 
WHEN RE-MANUFACTURING, WEAR A CLASS P1 OR P2 REPLACEABLE 

FILTER OR DISPOSABLE HALF FACE PIECE RESPIRATOR. 
RESPIRATORS SHOULD BE SELECTED, USED AND MAINTAINED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH AS1715 AND COMPLY WITH AS 1716. 

 
Eye  
Protection: 

 
WHEN RE-MANUFACTURING WEAR GOGGLES OR SAFETY GLASSES. 

GOGGLES OR SAFETY GLASSES SHOULD BE SELECTED, USED AND 
MAINTAINED IN ACCORDANCE WITH AS/NZS1336 AND AS/NZS1337. 

 
FLAMMABILITY 

 
BOARDS ARE FLAMMABLE BUT DIFFICULT TO IGNITE. PRODUCT MAY IGNITE IN EXCESS OF 
185°C. 

 
FINE AIRBORNE DUST CAN IGNITE SO AVOID A BUILD-UP OF WOOD DUST, SHAVINGS OR 
OFF-CUTS AND KEEP ALL STORAGE AND WORK AREAS WELL VENTILATED. 

 

AVOID SOURCES OF RADIANT HEAT AND FLAME, AND AVOID SPARKS AND SOURCES OF 
IGNITION IN ALL ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING DUST EXTRACTION EQUIPMENT. 

 

PEOPLE MUST NOT SMOKE IN STORAGE OR WORK AREAS. 

 

SAFE HANDLING INFORMATION 
STORAGE AND TRANSPORT 

 

USE WELL VENTILATED, DRY STORAGE AREAS AWAY FROM SOURCES OF HEAT, FLAME OR 
SPARKS. 

 

NO SPECIAL TRANSPORT REQUIREMENTS ARE CONSIDERED NECESSARY 
SPILLS AND DISPOSAL 

 

OFF-CUTS AND GENERAL WASTE MATERIAL SHOULD BE PLACED IN CONTAINERS AND 
DISPOSED OF AT APPROVED LANDFILL SITES, OR BURNT IN AN APPROVED FURNACE OR 
INCINERATOR, IN ACCORDANCE WITH DISPOSAL AUTHORITY GUIDELINES. 

 

DUST FROM THE BOARDS SHOULD BE CLEANED UP BY VACUUMING OR WET SWEEPING. 
FIRE/EXPLOSION 

 

DO NOT BURN IN BARBECUES, COMBUSTION STOVES OR OPEN FIRES IN THE HOME AS 
IRRITATING GASES ARE EMITTED. 

 

BURNING OR SMOULDERING BOARDS OR WOOD DUST CAN GENERATE CARBON DIOXIDE, 
CARBON MONOXIDE, AND OXIDES OF NITROGEN, HYDROGEN CYANIDE AND OTHER 
PYROLYSIS PRODUCTS, WHICH ARE IRRITATING TO THE RESPIRATORY TRACT. DRY WOOD 
DUST IN HIGH CONCENTRATIONS CAN BE EXPLOSIVE. USE WATER, CARBON DIOXIDE, FOAM 
OR DRY CHEMICAL EXTINGUISHERS. FIRE FIGHTERS TO WEAR BREATHING APPARATUS. 

 

CONTACT POINT CUSTOMER SERVICES 
NEW ZEALAND 
Ph:  0800 303 606 
Fax:  0800 303 707   

INTERNATIONAL 
Ph: +64 9 571 4444 
Fax:  +64 9 571 4494  

WHILST THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS DOCUMENT IS BASED ON 
DATA WHICH, TO THE BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE, WAS ACCURATE AND 
RELIABLE AT THE TIME OF PREPARATION, NO RESPONSIBILITY CAN BE 
ACCEPTED BY US FOR ERRORS AND OMISSIONS. THE PROVISION OF THIS 
INFORMATION SHOULD NOT BE CONSTRUED AS A RECOMMENDATION TO 
USE ANY OF OUR PRODUCTS IN VIOLATION OF ANY PATENT RIGHTS OR IN 
BREACH OF ANY STATUTE OR REGULATION. USERS ARE ADVISED TO 
MAKE THEIR OWN DETERMINATION AS TO THE SUITABILITY OF THIS 
INFORMATION IN RELATION TO THEIR PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND 
SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES. SINCE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS 
DOCUMENT MAY BE APPLIED UNDER CONDITIONS BEYOND OUR 
CONTROL, NO RESPONSIBILITY CAN BE ACCEPTED BY US FOR ANY LOSS 
OR DAMAGE CAUSED BY ANY PERSON ACTING OR REFRAINING FROM 
ACTION AS A RESULT OF THIS INFORMATION. 

   

P O Box 12-270, Auckland 1642, New Zealand 

WWW.THELAMINEXGROUP.CO.NZ

  

http://WWW.THELAMINEXGROUP.CO.NZ

